EPISCOPAIL CIHIURCTI

RECTOR'S LETTER
ADVENT 2011

Good People:

As the day of Christmas approaches I wonder if you ever
think about the events not as story but as real events. Do you
ever ask yourself, ”’I wonder what really happened?”

Doubtless there are those who will say that we are to just
believe what’s written on the page, what the scripture says,
but that is not the Anglican way of spirituality. We are a
church of people who love the tension and struggle around the
finding of faith; we are a people who inherited the scholarship
of doubt and revel in the faith journey. So the question stands,
“what really happened?”

Scholars remind us that the ‘Christmas story’ as we know it
appears in only two Gospels, and we have merged the
narrative of Luke and Matthew into one whereas each was
coming at the origins of Jesus of Nazareth from different
perspectives. Matthew had a more prophetic slant and Luke
was very urbane and was challenging the state religion which
saw Caesar as the incarnation of God - virgin birth and all! So
we have this competing narrative of the birth of Christ saying
something which barely supported mainstream ideology of an
immaculately conceived Caesar. Matthew wants us to know
that Jesus was the presence of God dressed as King David, a
ruler whose role was not domination and control but the
flourishing of a Kingdom friendly to lion and lamb. Luke
wants us to see in the birth of Christ a manifestation of God
through a humble woman who heard the voice of God and in
spite of all odds not only believed in the voice of God but
convinced others that she was up to a holy task in bearing the
incarnate One. Both Gospels have the intervention of angels
and various people both supporting and doubting what’s
going on. Neither Mark nor John have any time or use for
birth narratives for their own reasons.

Apart from the perspectives of these two Gospel writers there
are other gospel writers who did not make it into the final
Four Gospels we have today as our canon of scripture. Some
have birth stories, others forego this, most of the former are
fairly fantastic, which is why they didn’t make the Gospel cut.
All this is to say that there are competing birth stories and in
the life of faith the head question is ‘what really happened,’
and the crucial heart question is ‘what does this mean to the
spiritual life?’

But let me offer a way to looking at the story not by starting
with the head question, but with the heart question. What if
the Gospel writers had a purpose beyond their specific
perspective? What if they intended to provoke us to deal with

the question of what a God of love was up to in this particular
instance? What if they wanted us to reflect upon how a loving
God would come into a world treasured and loved by that
Creator yet a world in need of a Way of salvation. As
unreasonable as it sounds, maybe that way was incarnation,
the appearance in the flesh. Suppose that God, like a loving
parent, got down on the floor and played with a nascent
humanity, eye to eye, heart to heart, and breath to breath. The
heart question presupposes that one believes in a God of love
not a god of domination. That being the presupposition, such
a God of love might touch the heart of a peasant girl and
invite her to bring into the world that challenge to all the
Caesars we have known not through conquest but through
conversion of the soul. That God might proclaim the royalty
of David as the good shepherd servant rather than the brilliant
military commander. Such a God of love might find in the
little ones of the created world, the hearts to enthrone the
Creator. What does this mean to the spiritual life? The heart
question based on a loving God drives straight to the center of
spiritual life and asks the faithful to be reborn each year in
this time set aside to cheer the enthronement of God in the
heart and the enthronement of humanity in the heart of God.
Perhaps the faithful heart at Christmastide is the one praying
for the Holy One to take up residence in the soul, as risky as
that can be!

What really happened? I don’t know. Something happened.
What is present thousands of years later is this narrative alive
in the heart and head which invites us in, into the life of the
Holy One of Blessing to be renewed by the love of the One
who from the first birthed us all in holy love.

May you see many Blessings, Richard+

HOLD THE DATE

SUNDAY, JANUARY 15

A Farewell Gathering
And Potluck Meal
In honor of Father Gressle

Details to follow soon




FROM THE CHURCH SCHOOL
December Church School Schedule

Advent is here! Ready your houses and your hearts to celebrate
the birthday of Jesus with Grace Church School in many ways:

Advent Sticker Book and Stand-up Centerpiece for
Church School Children - Available after the 9:30 service or
can be picked up in the church office.

Sunday, Dec. 4 Pageant rehearsal in Junior Youth Group.
Church School classes will make gifts for
the residents of Nyack Manor Nursing
Home.

Alternative Gift Giving Fair following 9:30
service — Peruse various non-commercial gift

ideas.

Advent Party — 5:30-8:00pm(Rectory)
Free Babysitting/Kid’s Advent Party

Evening, Dec. 4

Sunday, Dec. 11 Pageant discussion in all classes and re-

hearsal in JYG.

Pageant Rehearsal and Pizza Party. This
begins at 5:30 and it’s essential that all kids
who will be in the Pageant attend .

Friday, Dec. 16

Sunday, Dec.18 Christmas Pageant at 12:30pm!
All kids must be in Memorial Hall by

11:30am to get ready

Friday, Dec. 23 Christmas Caroling, Hot Chocolate and
Cookies at Nyack Manor Nursing home in
Valley Cottage from 6:00pm until about

8:00pm.

Christmas Eve Acolyte Training at
10:00am — Please e-mail jenmarrac-
cino@hotmail.com if your 3ot grade
child is interested in acolyting during the
4:00pm family service.

Friday, Dec. 24

Christmas Eve Family Service at 4:00pm.
Both the Joyful Noise and St Cecelia’s choir
will be singing during this special family
service.

Please let me know if you’d like to help out with any of these
events!

Merry Christmas and may peace reign in the New Year,

Jennifer Marraccino, Church School Director

INTERFAITH THANKSGIVING SERVICE
& YOUTH PROJECT

More than 100 young people from area parishes —
including Grace, St. Ann’s Roman Catholic Church, Temple
Beth Torah, Congregation Sons of Israel and the Islamic
Center of Rockland — joined forces before Thanksgiving to
work together on a service project providing healthy
groceries for clients of TOUCH (Together Our Unity Can
Heal, an agency providing services to those living with HIV/
AIDS), and to bake treats for the annual Soup Angels
Thanksgiving supper.

After the working on the project they all attended the annual
community Thanksgiving service, where the St. Cecelia’s
youth choir , as well as our senior choir, were among those
providing music for the service.

ADVENT
WREATHS

Advent wreaths, sold to
benefit the Youth
Program, were
constructed on
Saturday, November 26
and distributed the
following day, the first
Sunday of Advent.

NIGHT TREE

Church School families enjoyed the annual “Night
Tree” activity over Thanksgiving weekend.

/|

E After listening to Eve

« | Bunting’s classic
story they created
edible treats for the
birds in Memorial
Garden. (Photos: R.
Gressle+)




NAMES, NAMES, NAMES

At every liturgy prayers are said for people we know
and people we do not know. Some are family, or
friends, others neighbors or friends-of-friends. What
becomes of this? Here is one response, from the
family of Julia Marason, who has been on our prayer
list since May, after she was diagnosed with a rare
auto-immune  disorder known as Rasmussen’s
Encephalitis and underwent extensive brain surgery.

Hi, We are writing to express our gratitude and share
our joy. Julia is stronger every day. It has been nearly
three months since surgery. Julia is walking without
assistance, showing movement in her right arm and
hand, speaking more words with greater clarity,
sparkling in personality, and most importantly, is
seizure-free. Julia is a happy three year old girl, and
she will be starting preschool in September. We thank
God every day, all day.

The tremendous support from our friends and family
has been invaluable to us during this extremely
difficult time. During our lowest points, we felt that
we had an army standing behind us — sending
support, prayers, and positive thoughts to Julia and our
family. Thank you.

This experience has provided us the privilege to truly
see the beautiful, amazing, and wonderful people that
surround us. We are blessed. Our family will forever
remember your kindness and support, and we will
continue to share it with others throughout our lives.

Thank you. Thank you. Thank you.
All our love, Jason, Michele, Justin and Julia Marason

The quote below eloquently reflects our gratitude:

When we become more fully aware that our success is
due in large measure to the loyalty, helpfulness, and
encouragement we have received from others, our
desire grows to pass on similar gifts. Gratitude spurs
us on to prove ourselves worthy of what others have
done for us. The spirit of gratitude is a powerful
energizer.” Wilferd A. Peterson

You may call or email the office to add names to
our prayer list or ask that names be carried
forward. The list is refreshed monthly.

There is also a book in the narthex where -- before
the service begins -- you may add names to be read
during the Prayers of the People for the day.

We are all meant to be mothers of God,
for God is always needing to be born.

Meister Eckhart (c. 1260—c. 1328)
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ADVENT 2011

Good People:

ADVENT 2011
You know the song, perhaps you have sung it:

Deck the halls with boughs of holly
FA-LA-LA-LA-LA  LA-LA-LA-LA

It sounds like a wonderful upbeat song and tune in which
all can capture the spirit of Christmas and celebrate with
one another without too much theological weight and
reflection. Just good ol’ good times to the greater glory of
God and in celebration of the birth of Christ.

Let me suggest something more. This is a protest song,
yes a protest song. Imagine people in Northern Europe
struggling to stay alive in the winter hoping for an early
Spring and huddling around fire to keep warm. In the
midst of this they go out into the frozen world and cut
down the holly tree branches- green. They see the red
seeds of the holly and remember the Christ who suffered
just as they were suffering. They drag those red-seeded
green boughs into home and church to protest the cold
and bitter out-of-doors through which they would have to
live. They praise God at Christmastime by asking that
they not be forgotten by the very one they were praising.
Green and red is their color of protest and faith in the
God who called them to remember the birth of Christ- the
Christ who will emerge at the Springtime of souls in the
Resurrection.

We’re a long way from that story. Orange and Rockland
willing, we will be warm in the winter. Yet we have a
chance to decorate the church in thanksgiving for the
same Christ, who would not forget us, and we can bring
flowers into our parish place of worship to praise God in
song and color for the warm we will have, making the
church itself seem like springtime even in the dead of
winter. Join generations past and present in creating the
color of life to honor the birth of Jesus.

Rejoice Always, Richard+

Please return the enclosed offering envelope
by December 19 to insure recognition in the
Christmas Eve service bulletins.

If you're reading this online,
you may pick up an envelope in the
narthex on Sunday, or email names to us
and then mail your offering or
drop it in the offering plate on Sunday.
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DECEMBER
CALENDAR

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 3
9:30am Adult Spiritual Formation Commission meeting

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 4

8:00/9:30/11:00am Holy Eucharist

10:10am PARISH FORUM: Alternative Gift Fair
2:30pm AGC rehearsal (Memorial Hall)

4:00pm Senior Youth Group (Fenton)

4:00pm GraceMusic presents: Messiah Sing

5:30 — 8:00pm Parish Advent Party (Rectory)

MONDAY, DECEMBER 5
3:30-6:30pm Amazing Grace Circus School (Memorial)

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 6

10:00am Staff Meeting (Patterson Hall)

3:30-6:30pm Amazing Grace Circus School (Memorial)
7:00pm Boy Scouts (Memorial Hall)

8:00pm Senior Choir (Choir Room)

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 7

12:15pm Clericus (Patterson Hall)

3:30-6:30pm Amazing Grace Circus School (Memorial)
7:00pm Confirmation Class (Patterson Hall)

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 8
7:00am Men’s Prayer Breakfast (Patterson Hall)
3:30-6:30pm Amazing Grace Circus School (Memorial)

FRIDAY, DECEMBER (
3:30-6:30pm Amazing Grace Circus School (Memorial)

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 10
10:00am Midnight Run (Memorial Hall)
10:30 AGC! Sensory Circus Class (Memorial Hall)

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11

8:00/9:30/11:00am Holy Eucharist

10:10am Church School Classes

PARISH FORUM: CSYM Breakfast (Memorial Hall)
2:30pm AGC rehearsal (Memorial Hall)

6:30pm French Creole Mass

9:00pm Helping Hands (Memorial Hall)

MONDAY, DECEMBER 12
3:30-6:30pm Amazing Grace Circus School (Memorial)
9:00pm Helping Hands (Memorial Hall)
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TUESDAY, DECEMBER 13

10:00am Staff Meeting (Patterson Hall)

3:30-6:30pm Amazing Grace Circus School (Memorial)
7:00pm Boy Scouts (Memorial Hall)

8:00pm Senior Choir (Choir Room)

9:00pm Helping Hands (Memorial Hall)

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 14

3:30-6:30pm Amazing Grace Circus School (Memorial)
7:00pm Confirmation Class (Bradley Chapel)

8:00pm Senior Choir (Choir Room)

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 15
3:30-6:30pm Amazing Grace Circus School (Memorial)

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 16
5:30pm Pageant rehearsal & Pizza party (Memorial)

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18

8:00/9:30/11:00am Holy Eucharist

12:30pm Christmas Pageant

2:30pm AGC rehearsal (Memorial Hall)

6:30pm Senior Youth Group/Greening of Church

MONDAY, DECEMBER 19
3:30-6:30pm Amazing Grace Circus School (Memorial)

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 20

10:00am Staff Meeting (Patterson Hall)

3:30-6:30pm Amazing Grace Circus School (Memorial)
7:30pm Vestry (Patterson Hall)

8:00pm Senior Choir (Choir Room)

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 21
3:30-6:30pm Amazing Grace Circus School (Memorial)

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 22
7:00am Men’s Prayer Breakfast (Patterson Hall)
3:30-6:30pm Amazing Grace Circus School (Memorial)

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 23
6:00pm Caroling at Nyack Manor

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 24 — Christmas Eve
10:00am Acolyte rehearsal for 4:00pm service
4:00pm Vespers & Holy Eucharist (family friendly)
6:30pm Holy Eucharist

9:30pm Choir Rehearsal

10:30 Carols for Choir & Congregation

11:00 Feast of the Nativity & Holy Eucharist

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 25 — Christmas Day
9:30am Holy Eucharist — Rite I with carols
6:30pm French Creole Mass

MONDAY, DECEMBER 26 - Office is Closed
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FROM SOCIAL MINISTRIES COMMISSION

CHRISTMAS GIVING TREE

The Christmas Giving Tree is in the Narthex. Please take a tag
(or tags) and return an unwrapped present with the tag attached
by Sunday, December 18. This year’s gifts will be divided be-
tween the women and children at Rockland Family Shelter, and
children at Nyack Center.

HELPING HANDS

Helping Hands is a volunteer program of houses of worship in
Rockland County which provide a home-made dinner and over-
night shelter for some of our homeless neighbors. Grace Church
will host Helping Hands for three nights starting Sunday, De-
cember 11. Future dates are January 7, 8, 9 , February
9,10,11 and March 10, 11, 12. Social Ministry still needs a few
volunteers to help on Tuesday, December 13, and for most dates
in 2012. If you want to be a part of this ministry at Grace, sign
up on the bulletin board in the narthex, or email Charlie Cross at
cjcross3ny@yahoo.com

PEOPLE TO PEOPLE
This is a busy time of the year — shopping, wrapping, decorat-
ing, planning festive meals. It’s easy to forget that there are peo-
ple in Rockland who will be hungry on Christmas. Please re-
member to bring a non-perishable food item to church every
Sunday for People to People. People to People has a freezer
onsite, so you’re always welcome to drop off that extra turkey at
their offices in Nanuet - 121 West Nyack Rd. Nanuet NY 10954
845.623.4900.

Charlie Cross, Chair, Commission on Social Ministries

FROM THE THRIFT SHOP

STILL HUNTING FOR THAT PERFECT GIFT?
Don’t forget to check out Grace’s Thrift Shop which, in addition
to its usual times, is open Sunday afternoons from noon until
4:00pm between Thanksgiving and Christmas. It’s A great
place to find eclectic gifts and holiday finery or a
- special set of china for your entertaining
needs! Call the shop at 358-7488 for
information. Volunteers are welcome too!

Sally Mann & Fran Sennas, Co Chairs

HELP NEEDED WITH
FUTURE BLOOD DRIVES AT GRACE

For many years parishioner Ian Graham has led efforts to stage
annual — and very successful — blood drives here at Grace.

If we are to continue this effort, we need additional volunteers to
work with Ian. It’s not a difficult process, it just requires a little
time — phone calls to previous donors before the drive to get
the word out and to gauge attendance, and help on the day of the
drive to greet and escort volunteers. The more volunteers, the
less each has to do.

Please contact the office (358-1297/
parishoffice@gracechurchnyack.org) if you’re interested in
helping with this important community effort — we need a team
in place in order to schedule our next drive.

FROM ADULT SPIRITUAL FORMATION

PARISH FORUMS
Between the 9:30 and 11:00am services in
Memorial Hall

DECEMBER 4 Alternative Gift Fair

A great place to get a jump on some of your holiday giv-
ing. The Senior Youth Group will be selling items from
Equal Exchange -- coffee, tea, chocolate, mugs, earrings,
etc. -- to support their trip to the Dominican Republic, and
Maloto (a locally-based non-profit established to improve
the quality of life for women and children in Malawi) will
have a table of items for sale. In addition, there will be
information on stores in our community with fair trade
items, and on organizations for alternative giving such as
Heifer International , the Carpenter Kids. If you’re not up
for shopping, there will also be a craft table set up where
adults can make a simple gift for someone on their list.

DECEMBER 11 Gospel Gab
An opportunity to informally discuss the readings of the
day, the season, and the church.

e BOOK GROUP

Next meeting on Wednesday, January

you
18 at 7:30
are ) .
At its November meeting the ASF book
here group chose Thich Nhat Hanh's "You
Are Here" as its selection for discussion
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, in January.

In this book Thich Nhat Hanh, the renowned Zen monk,
author, and meditation master, distills the essence of Bud-
dhist thought and practice, emphasizing the power of
mindfulness to transform our lives. "Mindfulness is not
an evasion or an escape,” he explains. "It means being
here, present, and totally alive. It is true freedom-and
without this freedom, there is no happiness." Based on a
retreat that Thich Nhat Hanh led for Westerners, the book
offers a range of simple, effective practices for cultivating
mindfulness, including awareness of breathing and walk-
ing, deep listening, and skillful speech. “You Are Here”
also offers guidance on healing emotional pain and mani-
festing real love and compassion in our relationships with
others.

Please note that in an effort to accommodate more indi-
viduals and shifting schedules, the next meeting will be
on a Wednesday - January 18 at 7:30 pm.

New members always welcome!

ROCKLAND PARENT-CHILD CENTER
TOY DRIVE

From November 15 to December 15 The Rockland Parent-
Child Center is collecting NEW, UNWRAPPED toys,
clothing & gift cards for the children (ages 2-16) of
incarcerated parents participating in the Family
Connections Program Ages 2-16. You can drop your
donation off outside their office, which is located upstairs
here at Grace.




DECEMBER EVENTS

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 4
42nd ANNUAL MESSIAH SING 4:00pm

SERVICE MINISTRY
SCHEDULE December 2011

Sunday, December 4
8:00am
Subdeacon/Chalice: J. Humeston/J. Martin

Grace Church will again be filled with happy amateurs for this ir;reﬁda&ttw@E. Cusick; Acolyte: M. MacQueen

Rockland holiday tradition. Professional soloists sing the gre
Handel's Messiah — YOU get to sing out in the choruses — in¢lu
rousingdallelujahNot a singer? Not a problem — listeners are we
too. Admission $10; bring your own score if you can — a limited
will be available to borrow.

ADVENT OPEN HOUSE 5:30-8:00pm

Please join us at the rectory, immediately following GraceMus
nualMessiah SinBlease bring a favorite appetizer or dessert to s
you can, and join us as we celebrate the beginning of the se
friends and family. All ages are welcome; there will be pizza jan
In Memorial Hall for young children supervised by the Junior an
Youth Group. Contact Kris Butmlfurns@optonline)nand the
Fellowship Commission if you can bring food or help with
cleanup. Thanks so much in advance and we look forward to|ce
with you all!

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18
CHRISTMAS PAGEANT 12:30pm
SYG GREENING OF THE CHURCH 6:30pm

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 24
CAROLING 6:00prat Nyack Manor

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 24
CHRISTMAS EVE

10:00am Acolyte rehearsal for 4:00pm service
4:00pm Vespers & Holy Eucharist (family-friendly)
6:30pm Holy Eucharist

10:30pm Carols for Choir & Congregation
11:00pm Feast of the Nativity & Solemn Eucharist

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 25
CHRISTMAS DAY9:30am Holy Eucharist (carols)

SUNDAY, JANUARY 1

NEW YEAR’S DAY - Feast of the Holy Name
[Father Gressle’s last services]

8:00 and 11:00am

t _@r:@ﬁlgf

diggb®gcon: I. Graham

Ccom®0am

nusmb@eacon/Chalice: P. Gilbert/M. Olsen
Lectors: E. Wilkins/S. Felix

Verger: J. McDowell

Crucifers: E. Lombardi/A. Cavazzi

5ic’Boi@hes: O. Olsen/E. Hausler

hakéenifents:B&C Cross

asHpheyitigam: Graham Greeters: S. Chalke/R. Fee

1d SRS December 11
d Sonion

Subdeacon/Chalice: P. Hyland/J. Tozer
Selﬁgptpr: N. Fraser
ale‘ﬁfah’ﬁg J. Martin/G&J Fraser
9:30am
Subdeacon; LM Schnalzer
11:00am
Subdeacon/Chalice: L. Holt/M. LaPlaca
Lectors: S. Holt/S. Carroll
Verger: J. Cochran Crucifers:J. McDowell/P. Cose
Torches: K. Wanamaker/D. Borst
Elements: S&R Seiler; Usher Team Cross
Greeters: S. Sciler/B. Cross

Sunday, December 18

8:00am

Subdeacon/Chalice: R. Hammond/P. Barnard
Lector: P. Barnard; Acolyte: M. MacQueen
9:30am

Subdeacon: S. Bell

11:00am

Subdeacon/Chalice: R. Knight/J. Matthews
Lectors: E. Grant/K. Grossman

Verger: P. Cose

Crucifers: E. Lombardi/C. Harding

Torches: P. Dailey/S. Dailey; Elements: S&L Holt
Usher Team: Colgan/Mann

Greeters: B Wanamaker

Christmas Eve/Christmas
schedules will be circulated shortly.

TWO “OFFSITE” DECEMBER EVENTS

RQCKLAND COUNTY YMCA NIGHT OF MAGIC SPECIAL EVENSONG
Friday, December 2; 6:00pm Nyack Seaport TO CELEBRATE MINISTRY
The Rockland YMCA will honor Jefferson and Alison OF THE RT. REV. CATHERINE ROSKAM

Crowther for their community service and support to young MONDAY, DECEMBER 5 at 5:00pm

people through the Welles Remy Crowther Charitable Trust.

The event and includes a reception with music by the Nyack The Cathedral Church of St. John the Divine
High School Quintet, followed by dinner, an auction, awards Light refreshments to follow
program, and dancing. For information honorees please go to For information: www.dioceseny.org

the YMCA website at www.rocklandymca.org.




ANNUAL NOMINATIONS PROCESS BEGINS

The Nominating Committee will receive suggestions for
nominations for open positions . The forms to suggest a
nominee will be in the back of the church (Narthex.) We need
people who are willing to serve in the following positions:

5 Vestry positions
2 Delegates to the diocesan convention
2 Alternates to the diocesan convention
3 members of the congregation to serve on nominating
committee

In order to be a vestry member, the person must be a
confirmed member in good standing. That is, one who
regularly attends the worship services, pledges to the parish
and is a member of the Episcopal Church either by
confirmation or reception. Please note that a nomination may
not proceed without the person's signature! In addition it takes
a second for that nomination to move forward. Nominations
may also come from the floor of the Annual Parish Meeting.

If you have questions, speak to Kickie Fulmor, Chair of the
Nominating Committee.

THANKS
DELEGATES

At the special convention of the
Diocese of New York on
November 19, the Rev. Canon
Andrew Dietsche was elected
bishop coadjutor Our thanks to
delegates Cindy Cox and
Charlotte Trott (here with Mtr.
Sieracki) and Alternates Theresa
Bergen and John Loftin who were present for the election --
make sure to ask them about the experience. Because weather
delayed the special convention (originally scheduled for
October) to elect, the annual Diocesan Convention will now

TO OUR

2012 PLEDGE DRIVE UPDATE

As of November 27, we have received 149 pledges for a total of
$280,541.40. Our thanks to everyone who has made a pledge.
New to the list since the November issue of the Messenger are:

Holly Bee Brian & Lainie Murrell
T. Robins Brown Rock Family
John & Rita Borst Roberta Sarvent
Shirley Chalke Gregory Sauter
Diane Churchill Helen Scalici
Kim Cross David Scharf
Charlie & Ruby Ghosio Ted Sestak
Michael & Betsy Growney  Elisabeth Sydor
Jennifer Hausler Claudia Uccellani
The Heider Family

Peggy Lehrecke 2 anonymous
Molly MacQueen

Meisch/Ross

James & Wendy Monaco

NOTES FROM THE SENIOR WARDEN

“Tis the season to be very busy with family, celebration and
giving thanks for our many blessings. I wish you all a
belated Happy Thanksgiving and an early Merry Christmas.
The wardens and vestry spent November finishing the
formation of our search committee. From there we moved to
interviewing candidates to be our interim priest. We do have
our interim selected but cannot announce the specifics until
just after this Messenger is sent out. Look for our
announcements.

On Saturday, Nov. 5, 2011, the vestry met in a special
meeting to create the search committee to find the 117
Rector for Grace Church. The following people were
appointed:

Moriah Olsen, chair, Wendy Brown, Cindy Cox, Diang¢
Deveau, Kickie Fulmor, lan Graham, Michael Growney
Christine Howe, Evelyn Lombardi, James Marshall, Brian
Murrell, James O’'Toole, Tom Perry, Terrance Rock, Lynn
Marie Schnalzer, and two student representatives that wi
share one position — Sadie May Burns and Cara
Wanamaker.

The regular November vestry meeting was pleased to hear
that we are only $17,907 under budget on the income side
and $1,719 over budget on the expense side for a net deficit
of $19,626. This is an improvement from $30,011 from
October. All of the improvement came from revenue.

The Stewardship drive continues. Our goal is $375,000 in
pledges. Thank you to everyone who has already pledged!
We are at a little more than $280,000 on November 27"
with 149 people pledging. We have less than $100,000 to

go.

Please make your pledge as every pledge helps no matter
how large or small. As a self-supporting parish, it is your
pledges which allow us to offer the many, many,
ministries that we do. There are pledging materials
available in a number of places: in the narthex as you enter
church, on our website www.Gracechurchnyack.org,
contacting Sally Ann Mock at samock34(@aol.com, leaving
a message with the church office at 358-1297. We will be
setting our 2012 budget in late December so we really need
the information that your pledges give us.

January 1 services will be 8:00 and 11:00 with Fr.
Richard. Please plan on joining Fr. Richard for his last
Holy Eucharist with us. On January 15th we will have a
potluck family dinner to say goodbye. More information
will follow in a separate email blast.

I look forward to the coming Messiah Sing, Advent Party
and Church School Pageant. Hope to see you there. May
you all have a joyous, family, fun, blessed Christmas!

Kickie Fulmor

W\




e

A MESSENGER-C.

FPISCOPATL CTHURCTHEIT

DECEMBER 2011

CONTACT INFORMATION: Wardens
Parish Office: (845) 358-1297 Fax: (845) 358-1443 :

The Rev. Richard Gressle, Rector — ext. 11 Katharine Fulmor
The Rev. Emily Sieracki, Assistant to the Rector - ext. 12 JeffMcDowell
Robert Barrows, Organist/Choirmaster — ext. 13 TR SNTCT

Bonnie Parsekian, Assisting Musician Charles Richardson
Maija Kupris, Assisting Musician Assistant Treasurer
Jennifer Marraccino, Church School Coordinator — ext. 14 Sally Ann Mock
Thayer Woodcock, Parish Administrator — ext. 10 Heather Nelson

Kim Adele Rosner, Property Administrator — ext. 17

Elaine Dempsey, Receptionist — ext. 10

GraceMusic — ext. 16 Grace’s Thrift Shop: (845) 358-Grace
Church Website: www.gracechurchnyack.org

Grace Church E-mail: parishoffice@gracechurchnyack.org
Newsletter Submissions: twoodcock@gracechurchnyack.org

Vestry

Kim Cross
Vickie Frelow
Orville Mann
Steven Marsh
Bonnie Parsekian
Beth Paskowski
Kren Rihs

Roger Seiler
Emily Wilkins

GRACE EPISCOPAL CHURCH

130 First Avenue, Nyack, NY 10960

GRACE EPISCOPAL CHURCH NYACK

The Rev. Richard L. Gressle, Rector

The Rev. Emily Sieracki, Assistant to the Rector

Assisting Clergy:

The Rev. Alan Chisholm, The Rev. Suzanne Hope Graham

The Rev. Dr. Kenneth Mann, The Rev. A. Meigs Ross, The Rev. Nathanael Saint-Pierre

Office Hours Mon-Th 9:00 — 4:00pm

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Sundays 8:00am - Holy Eucharist - Rite One
9:30am - Holy Eucharist - Family Service
11:00am - Choral Eucharist




