
RECTOR'S LETTER
All Saintstide 2010

Good People:

It might have been something you overlooked, but when Pope 
Benedict XVI visited England last month, one of the things he 
did was to start the beatification process for John Henry Cardi-
nal Newman (1801-1891). Now this may not seem anything 
more than the antique practice of our sister Church of Rome, 
but to that Church it's important. To become a saint one has to 
live an exemplary life and perform at least one miracle that 
can be verified. In the case of Cardinal Newman I am not sure 
what that was, but that is for that particular Church to find out 
and verify to their satisfaction. [A deacon with a crippling 
spinal disease said he prayed to Newman and was cured]. 
What we do know about Cardinal Newman is that he began as 
an Anglican (the Episcopal Church in England) and was very 
devout in his pursuit of the restoration of Catholic faith and 
practice to the Church of England (Anglican). He became a 
priest in the Church of England and had a virulent distrust of 
authority, especially the papacy. Newman argued that the bish-
ops were like the apostles and were more like a council of 
wise leaders rather than a royal court with a Prince. Anyway, 
finally frustrated with the Church of England, Newman 
“journeyed to Rome” and became a Roman Catholic priest, 
and eventually elevated to cardinal in the Church of Rome. He 
went back and rewrote the attacks on authority he had previ-
ously written, but was shocked when the Pope (Leo) declared 
that ex cathedra statements were infallible. Ah well.

So why be concerned with this little drama which barely made 
the news and about which only those who regularly watch 
CNN have the vaguest of ideas? Well here in the little Episco-
pal Church shop we do celebrate saints and on All Saints Sun-
day, October 31, we will recall the saints of the church, the 
saints of our lives and the future saints. The term “saint” 
merely means sanctified and St. Paul calls all the members of 
the church that follow the Way of Jesus, saints. That's you and 
that's me. We're the saints. So what does it take to make a 
saint, a saint of you and me? First, all the saints have a sense 
of standing on someone else's shoulders, that is, the saints rec-
ognize that in human life, we are indebted to people who 
helped us find the Way. Sometimes that’s parents, sometimes 
teachers, sometimes strangers and sometimes it just happens. 
One way or another the saint knows that spiritual life begins 
with the stewardship of time and history, so that the narratives 
of one's life have the contour of thanks for those who gave us -
- birthed us -- into the spiritual life. The ritual rebirth of the 
Sacrament of baptism is the model of such sanctification.

A second vector is that saints almost always have an aware-
ness of being redeemed. Many of the saints began as people 
who we wouldn't want living next door. They lived lives that 
were not exemplary except that they put their own egos in the 

place where God should be resident. In some way or other 
they were saved in the best sense of the word. They were 
turned around and became vessels of redemption for others in 
an open way similar to the grace Jesus preached and lived. So 
another part of living the saintly life is that one does not give 
up on people, just the way God doesn't give up on us. There is 
always the welcome embrace of God's grace whenever one 
seeks it.

A third piece is that saints live in community. Many of the 
saints are monks and nuns and they have a built-in community. 
But the other, who did not make it into already established 
communities, they too lived openly. The risk of community is 
that we are known for who we truly are, not the fabricated and 
highly edited people that each of us builds of ourselves. The 
saints from St. Paul to Martin Luther King Jr. all live in an 
openness to the community which breeds a special humility, a 
recognition that we are all human here and the risk of living in 
community is a better risk than the one in which one seeks to 
be holier than God. The humility of the saint is the embrace of 
the human image, which is the very way in which Christ made 
God evident for humanity. There is an acceptance of human 
fragility without sacrificing justice that goes with “community 
of the sanctified” as St. Paul called us all.

In the end, the saints know that now as in the past, the Way of 
Jesus is the way of both joy and sacrifice. In a culture bent on 
happiness at any cost and entertainment in place of honesty, 
this becomes the unspoken part of the celebration. The person 
who sacrifices for  children, the one who refuses the social 
pressure to scapegoat, the person who gives their life for the 
Truth, the one who gives to the poor with reckless charity, 
they have some notion of sacrifice. They know the cost of 
what it means to be a saint, one who follows Christ all the 
way. For those of us in this Eucharistic community, when we 
practice that sort of sacrifice, we have the opportunity to 
glimpse  what the saints are about.

Well, in this part of Christendom, the Episcopal Church, we 
celebrate the saints of tradition, the saints who lived holy lives 
with or without miracles, and on All Saints Day we baptize to 
note that saints are being born every minute. And in a wonder-
fully universal sense, this Church looks to the saint in all of us, 
the part of our spiritual life which is humming with gratitude 
for those upon whose shoulders one stands, the part of us 
which celebrates that which saves our lives, and the part of us 
that affirms humanity in community at the table at Eucharist, 
and the part of us that calls us to sacrifice for the world in the 
Way the One who teaches us lived the sacrificial life. Light the 
candles and Blessed All Saints Day fellow travelers of the 
Way!

Rejoice Always,   Richard+



NEWS FROM THE CHURCH SCHOOL
Church School is off to a great start! Below is a list of this 
year’s volunteer teachers and classroom breakdown:

PRE-K4’s – 1st GRADE
Lainie Murrell, Bonnie Parsekian and Lynette Marshall

2nd /3rd GRADE 
Linda DeJesus, Cathy Friesen and Annie Weiss

4th/5th GRADE 
Laura Cavazzi, Beth Paskowski and Jill Williamson

JUNIOR YOUTH GROUP 
Kim Hamilton, Erik Johnke and Steve Wilson

SENIOR YOUTH GROUP
Coleen Cummings and Moriah Olsen

We have an amazing group of volunteer teachers 
here at Grace Church. Parent helpers are needed in 
the classroom on a weekly basis. Please be sure to 
ask if your help is needed when dropping your child 
off in church school. Parents are expected to stay in 
the building during church school in case of an 
emergency. 

Blessing of the Animals
On Sunday, October 3  we celebrated the Feast 
of Saint Francis with the Blessing of the 
Animals.  Pets were welcomed at the 9:30 
service for a special blessing and a pet parade 
through downtown Nyack, in honor of St. 
Francis of Assisi, lover of all creation and patron 
saint of animals and the environment.  Cat food 
and litter were collected for Hi Tor Animal 
Shelter, Rockland’s only animal shelter. Over 
100 cats are currently housed at the shelter 
awaiting a home.

JYG Nightwatch
The much anticipated annual 
Junior Youth Group Nightwatch 
will be taking place on Friday, 
October 29 from 6:00-midnight. 
Participants will enjoy Chinese 
food, ice cream sundae making, a 
scavenger hunt, instruction in 
circus performance and drumming! 
Parents and kids in JYG should 
keep an eye out for more 

information! 

H a l l o w e e n 
Haunted House 
The Senior Youth 
Group will once again 
host the annual 
Haunted House on 

Saturday, October 23, following 
the Nyack Halloween Parade 
(raindate of Saturday, October 30). 
Be prepared to be scared!!!!

Blessing of the 
Animals

Feast of St. Francis

Sunday, October 3



CALENDAR

OCTOBER 2010
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 3 – Feast of St. Francis
8:00/9:30/11:00am Holy Eucharist – Pet Blessing

10:00 Community Activity
2:30pm Amazing Grace Circus Rehearsal (Memorial Hall)
6:30pm Senior Youth Group (Fenton Room)

MONDAY, OCTOBER 4
7:00pm Nursery School of the Nyacks meeting (Patterson Hall)

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 5
10:00am Staff Meeting (Patterson Hall)
4:00 pm Amazing Grace Circus Afterschool Program (Memorial)
7:00pm Boy Scouts (Memorial Hall)
8:00pm Senior Choir (Choir Room)

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 6
12:30 Clericus (Patterson Hall)
4:00 pm Amazing Grace Circus Afterschool Program (Memorial)
7:30pm Adult Spiritual Formation (Patterson Hall)

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 7
4:00pm Youth Choir Program (Choir Room)
4:00 pm Amazing Grace Circus Afterschool Program (Memorial)

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 9
10:00am Midnight Run (Memorial Hall)
10:30am Confirmand Acolyte Training (Church)
11:30am Private Baptism (Memorial Garden)

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 10
8:00am Holy Eucharist (Rite I)
9:30am Family Service, followed by Church School classes
10:10am  Adult Refreshments (Memorial Hall)
11:00am Holy Eucharist
2:30pm Amazing Grace Circus rehearsal (Memorial Hall)
6:30pm French Creole Mass

MONDAY, OCTOBER 11
Columbus Day - Grace Church Office is Closed

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 12
10:00am Staff Meeting (Patterson Hall)
4:00pm Amazing Grace Circus Afterschool Program (Memorial )
7:00pm Boy Scouts (Memorial Hall)
8:00pm Choir

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 13
4:00pm Amazing Grace Circus Afterschool Program (Memorial )
7:00pm Confirmation Class (Patterson Hall)

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 14
7:00am Men’s Prayer Breakfast (Patterson Hall)
4:00pm Youth Choir Program (Choir Room)
4:00pm Amazing Grace Circus Afterschool Program (Memorial )

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 17
8:00/9:30/11:00am Holy Eucharist
8:45am  SCOF (Rector’s Office)
9:00am Parish Choir
9:00am – Noon   CYSM Oatmeal Breakfast Bar
10:10am Church School Classes/Adult Refreshments
Parish Forum: CYSM 2010 Nicaragua Trip 
4:00pm GraceMusic presents: M Shanghai Strings
6:30pm Senior Youth Group (Fenton Room)

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 19
10:00am Staff Meeting (Patterson Hall)
4:00pm Amazing Grace Circus Afterschool Program (Memorial)
7:00pm Boy Scouts (Memorial Hall)
7:30pm Vestry (Patterson Hall)
8:00pm Choir

WEDESDAY, OCTOBER 20
4:00pm Amazing Grace Circus Afterschool Program (Memorial)

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 21
4:00pm Youth Choir Program (Choir Room)
4:00pm Amazing Grace Circus Afterschool Program (Memorial)
7:00am Men’s Prayer Breakfast (Patterson Hall)

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 23
9:00am - 3:00pm Parish Retreat at Marydell
6:00pm Haunted House
7:30pm NHS Exchange students – private party (Patterson Hall)

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 24
8:00/9:30/11:00am Holy Eucharist
10:10am Church School Classes/Adult Refreshments
Parish Forum:  Rooted in the Earth, Enfolded in the Spirit; A 
brief review of Celtic Spirituality & the Life of Faith
2:00pm Parish Hike (Meet at St. John’s in the Wilderness)
2:30pm Amazing Grace Circus Rehearsal (Memorial Hall)

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 26
10:00am Staff Meeting (Patterson Hall
4:00pm Amazing Grace Circus Afterschool Program (Memorial)
7:00pm Boy Scouts (Memorial Hall)
8:00pm Choir

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 27
4:00pm Amazing Grace Circus Afterschool Program (Memorial)
7:00pm Confirmation Class (Patterson Hall)

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 28
7:00am Men’s Prayer Breakfast (Patterson Hall)
3:30pm Youth Choir Program (Choir Room)
4:00pm Amazing Grace Circus Afterschool Program (Memorial)

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 29
6:30pm  JYG Nightwatch

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 31 – ALL SAINTS SUNDAY
KICK OFF of 150th CELEBRATION YEAR
8:00/9:30/11:00am Holy Eucharist
10:10 Community Activity
2:30pm Amazing Grace Circus Rehearsal (Memorial Hall)
6:30pm French Creole Mass

JOIN US AT THE GRACE CHURCH

“OATMEAL BAR”

Sunday, October 17
9:00am—12:30pm
Fresh oatmeal and all the fixings
$5/per person

Proceeds benefit the 2011 CYSM trip

Marke sure to join participants from this year’s Nicaragua 
trip  at the Parish Forum on the 17th  (10:10 to 11:00am) —

they’ll give a presentation on their experiences, share pictures 
and stories,  & answer your questions.



FALL PARISH HIKE
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 24   
The annual Grace Church Fall Hike will 
take place this year on Sunday afternoon, 

October 24.  We will meet at 2:00pm at the barn at St. 
John’s-in-the-Wilderness, take a short drive to a 
trailhead, and enjoy an easy walk through the autumn 
woods of Harriman Park. We’ll then return to the cozy 
barn for a potluck supper in front of the big stone 
fireplace.  Besides fall colors, we may see native 
American rock shelters, signs of Revolutionary War 
history, old iron mines, streams and ponds, and 
interesting wildlife. This is Win Perry’s 45th year as 
leader.   While walking and talking, you will get to 
know another side of your fellow parishioners.  Great 
for the entire family!
If you go:
 Palisades Parkway to Exit 13; turn left on Willow Grove 

Road and follow it for 3 miles.
 After crossing two branches of Lake Welch, turn left at 

Episcopal Church sign and look for barn on left.
 Allow a half hour from Nyack. Meet at the barn at 2pm
 Bring something to share for supper.

       If you have questions, call Win at 358-0552

SERVICE MINISTRY
OCTOBER 2010
Sunday, October 10
8:00am  Subdeacon/Lector: J. Tozer;  Acolyte: J. Martin
9:30am   Subdeacon/Chalice: LM Schnalzer
11:00am  Subdeacon/Chalice: J. Matthews/R. Knight
Lectors: N. Bark/P. Barnard
Verger: E. Lombardi; Crucifers: C. Cox/G. Jean-Gilles
Torches: A & P Jean-Gilles; Elements: R & S Seiler
Usher Team: Graham; Greeters: S. Chalke/R. Fee

Sunday, October 17
8:00am  Subdeacon/Lector: R Hammond
Acolyte: M MacQueen
9:30am   Subdeacon: M. Olsen
11:00am  Subdeacon/Chalice: L. Holt/C. Howe
Lectors: L. Holt/C. Howe; Verger: J. Cochran
Crucifers: P. Cose/C. Cox; Torches: C & A Hahn
Elements: L & D Hahn
Usher Teams: Cross/Seaman; Greeter: B. Cross

Sunday, October 24
8:00am   Subdeacon/Lector: P. Barnard/J. McDowell
Acolyte: M. MacQueen
9:30am   Subdeacon: J. McDowell
11:00am  Subdeacon/Chalice: C. Cox/J. Matthews
Lectors: E. Wilkins/L. Marshall; Verger: J. McDowell
Crucifers: E. Lombardi/P Cose; 
Torches: S Marhsall/S Burns  Elements: B & M Growney; 
Usher Teams: Colgan/Mann; Greeters: B Growney, S Seiler

Sunday, October 31 - All Saints Sunday
8:00am    Subdeacon/Lector: J. Tozer; Acolyte: M MacQueen
9:30am  Subdeacon: K. Fulmor
11:00am  Subdeacon/Chalice: C. Uccellani/P. Gilbert
Lectors: J. Weslowski/P. Richarrds
Verger/Thurifer: P. Cose/E. Lombardi 
Crucifers: J. McDowell /G. Jean-Gilles
Torches: A & P Jean-Gilles; Elements: S & L Manley
Usher Team: Wanamaker; Greeter: B. Wanamaker

ADULT SPIRITUAL 
FORMATION PRESENTS

FALL PARISH RETREAT & 
QUIET DAY
Saturday, October 23
Spiritual, centered, aware, socially conscious, 
intentional, open, thoughtful, active are all adjectives 
most progressive Christians would be flattered to have 
applied to them. But “religious”?  What’s that?  

Come spend a day apart, reflecting on and untwisting 
the modern world’s skepticism at the odd and 
mysterious vows required of the “religious.”  You just 
might find that ancient and contemporary twists on the 
disciplined life fit quite nicely with the spiritual and 
centered life of faith that can be so elusive to those of us 
who have chosen to live our lives well beyond the 
monastery walls.

The Grace Church Fall Retreat/Quiet Day for 2010 will 
at Marydell in Upper Nyack on Saturday, October 23 
from 9:00am until 3:30pm.  The retreat will be led by 
Sr. Carol Bernice of the Community of the Holy Spirit, 
an Episcopal community of nuns in New York City and 
Brewster, NY.  There is a $35 registration fee ($10 for 
students); financial help is available if needed – just 
ask.  Breakfast and lunch will be served.  

All are welcome.  We hope you will join us.  
Registration forms are available on Sundays, or send us 
an email at parishoffice @gracechurchnyack.org



PARISH LEADERSHIP PROFILES
Grace Church is blessed with an enthusiastic and talented roster of  parishioners who have taken on leadership roles here.  
Some have served for decades in a particular area, others are new to their current positions.  Each month throughout the year
we’ll introduce you to several of our leaders so that you can learn more about the people who help bring life to the programs
of the church, and what has brought them to their leadership positions.  Each was asked to tell us:  Where were you born; 
something personal you'd like to share (for instance, who's in your family, what you studied at school, what you do for a 
living); something about your life in the parish - when/how you came to Grace; what you've been involved in; what has been 
your  most memorable moment here; why and how you became involved in your current ministries.

Sally Mann, Co-Chair, Grace’s Thrift Shop
I was born in Port Jefferson, NY and grew up as a Congregationalist on the south shore of Long Island.  
I was active in the youth group and sang (some solos) in the choir.  I married and moved to Nyack in 
1962.  My husband Orville’s family were long-time (forever!) parishioners.  Little by little, I too was 
drawn into the parish, through Grace Church Players, and by our boys going to Sunday School and 
being active in EYF, AND being hounded by former choirmaster John Bate!  My most memorable 
moment would probably be my confirmation in 1975.  It was “about time.”   Betty Brookfield roped 
me in as a “sub” in the Thrift Shop about 30 years ago.  And the rest, as they say, is history!  I love 
being involved with the shop.  It is sometimes challenging, sometimes aggravating, usually great fun, 
and always very satisfying and rewarding.   I have been married to Orville, a lifelong member of 
Grace, vestryman and former warden, for nearly 50 years, and  we have three wonderful sons, fabulous 
daughters-in-law,  and  nine incredible grandchildren! We are, indeed, blessed. 

Steven P. Marsh, Vestry
I was born in Coatesville, Pa., a steel town about 35 miles west of Philadelphia and grew up a 
bit farther west in Parkesburg, on the eastern fringe of Pennsylvania Dutch country. My father 
lived in the house while growing up and still lives there with my brother, John. You can see the 
railroad tracks that once were called the Main Line of the Pennsylvania Railroad from the 
second floor of the house — but it's too far west and too rural to be considered part of 
Philadelphia's tony "Main Line" suburbs. I came to Grace two decades ago, after being 
confirmed at Christ Church Ramapo in Suffern. My journey to Grace followed in the footsteps 
of more than a few "refugees" from Christ Church. I headed east to find a richer community life 
and a strong music program at Grace. I am a music fanatic, spending on average two nights a 
week at concerts — an avocation that has also brought me to serve on the board of 

GraceMusic. I also blog about music and the performing arts. I've served the parish as a member of the Senior Choir for most 
of my years at Grace. I joined vestry this year — after a bit of encouragement from a member of staff — because I felt I 
needed to be more involved in parish life, that I owed it to a church family that has given so much to me over the years. My 
defining moment at Grace came when I arrived and realized how loving and inclusive a Christian community could really be.

Beth Paskowski, Vestry
I was  born in Rome, NY.  My husband, Joe and I have two children Emma (10) and Will
(8). We live in Blauvelt with our golden retriever, Tucker.  We began attending Grace Church 
in 1998,when we moved to the area. We were looking for a church to raise a family in and 
immediately felt at home here. My most memorable moment here has been the baptisms of 
Emma and Will; we felt such a strong sense of community. I was recently asked to be on the 
vestry and am happy to be able to serve the Parish in this way. I enjoy teaching Sunday School, 
I think it is very important to instill in children Christian values and provide a forum for them to 
ask questions and to learn.

Moriah Olsen, Chair, Stewardship Committee
I was born in Great Falls, Montana.  I have two children - Jessica and Olivia and am married to 
Keith Olsen. I am a field representative for New York State United Teachers. I came to Grace 
in 1998 shortly after the birth of our younger daughter, Olivia. I have served as church school 
teacher, junior youth group leader, senior youth group leader, CYSM chaperone on five trips, 
vestry member, warden, stewardship and youth commission Most memorable moment here 
was when I was confirmed at Grace in May of 2001. My confirmation was the last trip my 
mother took before she died in June of 2001. It was great that my mother (a strong believer in 
women's rights) saw me confirmed by a woman - Bishop Roskam. I first became involved in 
stewardship as a member of the stewardship committee before I was on vestry. It was during 

that time that I learned how important it was to give of both my time and my treasure. I want to do what I can to help more 
people understand the importance of giving generously in support of the church and its mission.



Carlo Pellegrini,  Director and Co-Founder, Amazing Grace CIRCUS!

I was born in San Jose, CA. My mother, Marianne, just turned 86. I have a younger brother named Ron 
who just started a family at the age of 52. Our dad was an entrepreneur (before the word was 
fashionable) and a homicide victim at the age of 57. We were teens. Ron and I had a brother named 
Marc who passed away at the age of 40 from AIDS. He was a long-term survivor. 
I attended University of Santa Clara in CA for two years as a philosophy and business law major before 
running away to join The Royal Lichtenstein Circus, the world’s smallest circus, run by a Jesuit priest 
named Nick Weber. We toured the US for a year, performing at colleges, universities, nursing 
homes...and passing the hat to survive. I left the circus and joined the Nikolais Dance Theatre and 
toured the world for five years, performing for the Shah of Iran, the Queen of Siam, and other 
international luminaries, on every great stage of the world. Stints in the Big Apple Circus, the movie 

“Popeye,” and as an advertising executive for ten years led me to start my own company in 1996 called The Juggling Matrix. I 
am a keynote speaker on the subjects of change, and juggling priorities. Clients have included General Motors, IBM, KPMG, 
Intel, as well as Leadership Rockland and many regional companies, large and small. Currently, I am working with the US 
Army.  I came to Grace Church Nyack in search of a community in which I could feel comfortable philosophically and 
theologically raising my son. I was/still am a recovering Catholic. Mary Blake was the first person to welcome Giancarlo, my 
son, and I to Grace. Bob Jewett, a clown in his own right, was rector at the time.... Bob left Grace, and Richard Gressle was
chosen Rector 18 months later. The church school had four children in it. I met Janet Hayes when Deb Adamy and Fred Frelow 
decided to revive the church school. Through a unique blend of games and ministry (“The Bradley Chapel Experience”) the 
church school grew to over 130 children, needing its own service. Deb used an experiential teaching style which we adopted. 
Janet and I taught her daughter Megan’s and my son’s classes and grew with them as we took over the Junior and Senior Youth 
Groups from Sally Seiler. My most memorable moment was when our youth group kids named our circus. It was nine months 
after 9/11. They wanted to send a message of hope to the community. They wanted to put on a circus. And they had a name for 
it: they were teens, therefore Amazing...and they were here at Grace...so they were (and are) the Amazing Grace CIRCUS! Janet
and I direct AGC! We have graduated over 100 teens through the Youth Troupe in the past eight years. We are proud of our 
accomplishments and those of our circus teens. They truly are amazing. Our mission is educational and charitable. We use 
CIRCUS to build into children and teens: Confidence.Imagination.Respect.Cooperation.Understanding.Success. AGC! is the 
first and only year-round Circus Youth Troupe in the Tri-State area. A documentary film on our Circus-in-the-Park Extravaganza 
last summer is scheduled for release next spring. One show eight years ago led to a year-round full-time adventure complete with
a performing troupe, after school classes, two summer camps, a program for every grade level tied to learning standards and a
youth leadership workshop called Enter the Circle: Take Center Ring. For adults we offer CircusCize classes, AdultFit Aerial 
Classes, and Clowning for Adults. Richard and I developed an adult circus workshop which we conduct together whenever the 
mood strikes us. “Is It Too Late to Runaway and Join the Circus” is a program I offer to adults, as well as “Couples Juggling,” a 
workshop designed to help couples juggle together in their relationship.AGC! attempts to be an 
integral part of Grace parish life whenever possible.

Tedo Wyman, Chair, GraceMusic Board

I born in Cleveland, Ohio. I'm a pianist and a piano teacher. I've been involved with GraceMusic 
for many, many years,  both as a board member and as a performer on the series, going back to the 
1980's. When I first joined Grace Church I was editor of the Messenger for a number of years and I 
also taught Sunday School for a few years. Both my daughters were confirmed at Grace, sang in the 
children's choir and served at the altar when they were growing up. 

SAVE THE DATE

HARVEST CELEBRATION
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 20

Watch  for Details Soon

Would you like to help?  Have something — sports tickets/gift certificates/
travel/lessons/etc — to donate for the Silent Auction?   
Contact Moriah Olsen:  moriahso@yahoo.com.



MIDNIGHT RUN:  CLOTHING DRIVE
BEGINS SUNDAY, OCTOBER 10
A drive to collect warm winter clothing to be distributed 
through Midnight Run will begin on Sunday, October 9. A 
box will be placed outside of Memorial Hall to receive 
donations. The collection is to be given out to adults in great 
need, many of them homeless, who face the approaching cold 
weather with minimal or no resources. The drive will be 
ongoing until Sunday, November 14, and the donation box 
will be available for drop offs during the week. Questions 
about the drive may be addressed to Christine Howe at 
cmh10962@yahoo.com  or 914 589 6742, or Erik Johnke at 
erikjohnke@hotmail.com.

FROM ADULT SPIRITUAL FORMATION
The Adult Spiritual Formation commission is organizing an 
outing to the Cathedral of St. John the Divine to attend the 
following tour: Signs and Symbols: Spotlight on Symbolism
Sunday, November 21, 1 – 2:00pm. Explore ancient signs and 
symbols in the Cathedral. Discover the unique attributes that 
characterize saints, martyrs, and angels. See these symbols in 
paintings, glass, and stone, and learn how the legends have 
inspired artists through the centuries. Led by Senior Cathedral 
Guide Becca Earley. $10 per person; $8 per student/senior. 
Tour last approx. 1 hour. We will carpool from Grace Church 
after the 11:00 am service, and plan to have lunch in the city 
afterwards. To register contact Jennifer at 
jhausler@optonline.net. 

NOTES FROM THE SENIOR WARDEN
“The September vestry meeting may have been the most 
important meeting we have had since the Annual Parish 
Meeting,” said Fr. Gressle. Indeed it was a very productive 
meeting, shared with commission/program chairs and vestry 
members. We reviewed, shared, and evaluated our 
Membership Statement and our goals for the Parish. The 
excitement was palpable as we developed a list of ways that 
we could help the commissions further the parish goals and 
include more parishioners.

Now that we are back to a three service schedule, the 2010 
pledge income is correcting a little. People are sending in the 
pledges missing from the summer. We thank you very much 
and hope the rest will also catch up. Look for your pledge 
statements soon if you have not already received them.

Judging by the noise level and the numbers of people, the 
Ministry Fair was a great success! Many volunteers signed up 
to serve on commissions. Many parishioners filled out the 
Fellowship survey about additional activities. 

A first round of pledge letters from Fr. Richard has brought in 
53 pledges. We hope to have 18 new pledgers 
this year for a total of 212 pledgers. We hope 
that will translate to about $375,000 in total 
pledge income. If you haven't received a 
letter, one will be coming soon. Please take 
the time to pray on this  important aspect of 
being a member of  Grace Church.                    
                                                 Kickie Fulmor, Senior Warden

A Poem on the Feast of St. Francis  - Grace Church at 8:00am
by Tom Perry

We should be able to feel the presence of God anywhere.
We know that God is with us at all times and in all places.

But we keep ourselves so busy, and we fill our minds with so much information,
That sometimes we get distracted and don’t notice the presence of God or the beauty of His creation all around us.

Maybe that is why we are here today, and every Sunday, at 8:00am..
While many of our friends and neighbors are still asleep, we come to this place, big and quiet and full of God’s presence.

I have known for my whole life that this was a special place.
It’s just wood and stone, I suppose, but to me as a child, it was a canyon, full of the raw power of creation.

We pray and sit and stand here in the bottom of the canyon,
Carved by a river of tradition and family and faith.

We look up the soaring canyon walls, to the cliffs far above us.
A whole forest of trees forms a canopy way overhead.

How about the magical moments when early-morning sunlight pours in through the stained-glass windows, like sunrise over the 
edge of the canyon?

This is an echo of the great spirituality found in Nature, in the stone and crashing waves, the trees and ferns, the wind and the 
eyes of animals watching us from the dark of the woods.

We can all be a part of this power.
Go for a walk in the forest with your friends.

Climb a mountain or a hill, or explore a local park. Walk around a lake, or along the shore of a river.
Marvel at the beauty of the nature all around you.

Now find an opportunity to sit by yourself in a special place.
Empty your mind, or silently recite your favorite Psalm.

As you sit there, you become part of nature.
The animals lose their fear and come out in the open.

The trees wave their arms in praise, and you feel the power of God washing over you.
Then come back here to our canyon of wood and stone.

God is always here with us.



VOLUNTEER MINISTRY FAIR
September 19, 2010

Representatives from many of the activities that call Grace 
home — from our church school, choirs, commissions, and 

service ministries to twelve step groups, Nursery School of the 
Nyacks, and beyond — were here to welcome everyone back 

from the summer, celebrate all that happens here, and 
introduce the array of opportunities for involvement and 

ministry.  Thanks to Evelyn Lombardi for the pictures, and to 
everyone who participated.



WHAT’S  “PLEDGING” ABOUT?

Well, it’s NOT about a dollar amount...

Pledging is not about money – it’s about accepting an invitation; 
an invitation to deeper relationship with Grace Church, your 
Grace Church family, and most importantly, a deeper 
relationship with God. So don’t worry about how much, or how 
often, or any of that. Instead, ask yourself “am I ready to give it a 
try?” “Am I ready to take the next step?” Jesus said where your 
money goes, so does your heart. So give it a try and see how a 
simple thing like a pledge can move you closer to God.

Only through the financial support of our members is Grace 
Church able to create dynamic programs and activities that 
enrich and transform lives, beautiful worship and music 
offerings, programs for children and youth, pastoral care, adult 
education, spiritual guidance, small-group spiritual 
formation, and justice work in the wider Rockland County 
community.

Put simply, every pledge counts, and every pledge matters.

Q. What is a pledge?
Each year, we ask all parishioners and friends to make a 
thoughtful, prayerful and intentional commitment to financially 
support the mission and ministry of Grace Church. Some choose 
to make their commitment based on a weekly, monthly or annual 
sum and it is paid in a variety of ways through the weekly plate 
offering, through weekly or monthly bank withdrawals (e-
pledging), or through credit card payments.

Q. Does my pledge really make a difference?
Absolutely. It often comes as a surprise when people learn that 
Grace Church relies heavily on the weekly offering of its 
members and visitors. Despite its impressive building, its 
beautiful music and liturgy, its impressive array of programs and 
educational offerings, 66% of the revenue needed to operate and 
maintain Grace Church comes from pledge revenue.

Q. Can’t I practice stewardship without pledging—by just 
putting money in the plate?
Because we depend on the weekly offering to maintain our 
operations, making a pledge tells us how much money Grace 
Church will have to carry out its mission for the year, and 
thereby helps us plan our budget. This is critical information for 
making careful, purposeful decisions about church activities, 
ministry and maintenance. And on a personal level, pledging 
helps to transform your giving into a spiritual practice; you make 
a commitment to God and to your Grace Church family and 
fulfilling it becomes a regular practice just like attendance at 
worship, learning or prayer.

Q. Doesn’t Grace Church have an Endowment?
Yes it does. Many are of the belief that earnings from the 
Endowment make up the majority of funds for our operating 
budget. The reality is that for 2010, Endowment funds will 
account for no more than 10% of operating funds. This trend will 
continue for into the future.

Q. How much should I give with an annual pledge?
We ask each parishioner to consider making a pledge that is both 
responsible and significant based on his or her financial 
situation, and we recognize that each person's situation is 
unique.  Different parishioners find different benchmarks helpful 

in placing a dollar figure on what financial commitment he or 
she can make to the church. For example, some find it useful to 
consider that it costs the parish $16.00 per person per week to 
support the program we have, and calculate an annual pledge 
that takes this number into account. Some pledge a tithe -- 10% 
of their income -- to the parish. Clearly, 10% is a big step, and 
lower percentages are a great starting point – say 3% or 5% --
and it can be a personal goal to increase each year. Of course, a 
pledge of any amount is important, and helps us all as a church 
accomplish our mission of stewardship; just remember that every
pledge counts, and every pledge matters.

Q. How do I make a pledge?
A pledge can be made by completing a pledge card. If you did 
not receive a pledge card ask an Usher for one or contact the 
church office. Upon making your pledge, you will receive a 
written acknowledgement letter.

Q.  Who knows how much I pledge? 
At Grace individual pledge amounts are kept by the pledge 
secretary, who opens all pledge envelopes. Public break downs 
are by service or based on averages. 

Q. How can I pay my pledge?
You may pay your pledge with a single annual payment or, as is 
more common, through weekly or semi-weekly offerings 
received at worship services. We can provide you with offering 
envelopes for your convenience, printed with donor record 
numbers to insure proper crediting of payments. You can also set 
up weekly or monthly automatic-debit payments or credit card 
charges through the Church Office.

Q. What if happens if I can’t pay my pledge?
You may change the amount of your pledge at any time. All we 
ask is that you let us know so we may correct your records. 
Simply call the pledge secretary, Sally Ann Mock.

Q. What if I can't afford to pledge what I'd like to?
Some people hold off because they can’t afford to pledge as 
much as they like to or feel embarrassed that it “wouldn’t be 
enough.” Again, it really not about how much you pledge. We 
all go through financial circumstances and besides, none of us 
could ever pledge “enough” when you really think about all the 
blessings God has given us. So don’t get hung up on the amount. 
The important thing is to start somewhere.  

A SIMPLE FORMULA FOR CALCULATING YOUR 
FIRST PLEDGE OK, you’re ready to pledge but not sure 
where to start. Here’s one method: Think about what you place 
in the offering plate on a typical Sunday, and then multiply by 
52 (i.e. number of weeks in year). Use that figure as your 2010 
Annual pledge which you will pay over the course of the next 
year. You will receive a quarterly statement so you can track 
your progress even if you do not make it to services on Sunday.

Q. What if I can't fulfill my pledge?
People sometimes hold off because they’re worried they might 
not fulfill their pledge (self-employed, going back to school, 
etc.) Again, that is not a problem. You can reduce your pledge 
anytime.

Q. Whom do I contact for more information?
Email the chair of our Stewardship Committee, Moriah Olsen, at 
moriahso@yahoo.com, or talk to Father Richard or Mother 
Emily.





GRACE CHURCH – PARISHIONER  PROFILE DATE:

Name: Baptized �X Confirmed  �X Other  �X

Spouse/Partner Name: Baptized �X Confirmed  �X Other  �X

Address:

Phone: (Home) (Work) (Cell)

(Email)

Publish Contact Information in Parish Directory? Yes____  No____ Notes:

Children:      (Name, Date of Birth) Baptized Confirmed Living at Home

    �X      �X       �X

    �X      �X       �X

    �X      �X       �X

    �X      �X       �X

(Provide additional names on reverse side of sheet)

Previous Church Affiliation:

Profession:

(Self) (Spouse/Partner)

Avocational Interests:

Are you interested in a particular ministry area?

____social justice ____church school ____parish fellowship ____new member welcome

____worship ____music ____young people’s fellowship ____spiritual education for adults

____Altar Guild ____Usher ____Assist in Liturgy/Worship Services (acolyte/subdeacon/reader)

Other:

Additional Notes/Information:

PLEASE RETURN COMPLETED FORM TO:  GRACE CHURCH, 130 FIRST AVENUE, NYACK, NY 10960

HAVE YOU RETURNED YOUR FORM?   WE NEED YOUR HELP!
Much like the U.S. government, occasionally we need to get a complete and up-to-date count of just who we are.  If you 
haven’t already completed your profile sheet, please pick one up in the narthex, or use the one provided here, complete it 
and return – by mail/office drop-off/collection plate – by All Saints Day (October 31).  Thank You!



GRACE EPISCOPAL CHURCH NYACK
The Rev. Richard L. Gressle, Rector
The Rev. Emily Sieracki, Assistant to the Rector

Assisting Clergy:
The Rev. Alan Chisholm, The Rev. Suzanne Hope Graham
The Rev. Dr. Kenneth Mann, The Rev. A. Meigs Ross

Grace Church Office Hours
Monday-Thursday  9:00 – 4:00pm  
Friday 9-11:00am 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Sundays
8:00am  -  Holy Eucharist - Rite I
9:30am  -  Family Service,  followed by Church School
11:00am - Holy Eucharist, Senior Choir
6:30pm -  French/Creole Mass (2nd/Last Sundays)

OCTOBER 2010

CONTACT INFORMATION:
Parish Office: (845) 358-1297    Fax: (845) 358-1443
Rev. Richard Gressle, Rector – ext. 11
Rev. Emily Sieracki, Assistant to the Rector – ext. 12
Robert Barrows, Organist/Choirmaster – ext. 13
Bonnie Parsekian, Assisting Musician 
Maija Kupris, Assisting Musician
Jennifer Marraccino, Church School Coordinator – ext. 14
Thayer Woodcock, Parish Administrator – ext. 10
Kim Adele Rosner,  Property Administrator – ext. 17
Elaine Dempsey, Receptionist – ext. 10
GraceMusic – ext. 16    Grace’s Thrift Shop: (845) 358-7488
Grace Church Website: www.gracechurchnyack.org
Grace Church E-mail: parishoffice@gracechurchnyack.org
Newsletter Submissions: twoodcock@gracechurchnyack.org

GRACE EPISCOPAL CHURCH
130 First Avenue, Nyack, NY  10960

Wardens

Katharine Fulmor
Jeff McDowell 

Treasurer
Charles Richardson
Assistant Treasurer
Sally Ann Mock

Vestry                           

Linda Chisholm
Christine Howe
Rudolph Knight
Orville Mann
Neely McCormick
Steven Marsh
Beth Paskowski
Caran Pullen
Emily Wilkins


